










BRIGHTON AREA SCHOOLS 
Board of Education 

October 25, 2010 
 
 
 
Recognition, Shining Stars 
 
 
 
 
 
Nolan McNulty, Arnella Park and John Thompson were nominated to receive 
“Shining Star” recognition for their leadership and efforts in promoting Breast 
Cancer Awareness Month at Brighton High School. 
 
 
Matlby Intermediate School nominated Dr. Eric Duncan of Duncan Chiropractic 
Group in recognition of his financial donation to support the Maltby Pawsitive 
Program which is a school-wide positive behavior support initiative created an 
implemented by Maltby teacher Karen Storey.  The Duncan Chiropractic Group 
donated $242.00 in support of the program. 
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BRIGHTON AREA SCHOOLS 
Board of Education 

October 25, 2010 
 

Report 10-171 
 
For Action 
 
Subject: 
Consent Agenda—Bills of October 7-14, 2010 and minutes of October 11, 2010. 
 
 
 
Recommendation: 
Approve the consent agenda as presented. 
 
 
 
Rationale: 
 
 
 
 
Facts/Statistics: 
 
 
 
 
 
District Goal(s) Addressed:     
        Communication 
        Fiscal Integrity 
        Student Achievement 
 
 
Motion 
Moved by: 
Supported by: 
 
To approve the consent agenda as presented. 
 
Voice Vote:  
        Ayes 
        Nays 
   1   Abstention-Vieau 
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BRIGHTON AREA SCHOOLS 
Board of Education 

October 25, 2010 
 

Report 10-172 
 
For Action 
Subject: Livingston County Fiber Project    
   
Recommendation:  
Per Board policy 7510 Use of School Facilities, the Board authorizes participation in the 
Livingston County Fiber Consortium, permitting the use of the District fiber optic network 
and access to District premises for the installation and maintenance of necessary 
equipment.  
   
Rationale:  
By interconnecting the District fiber network with the County Consortium, the District can 
benefit from economies of scale and shared infrastructure and services.    
   
Facts/Statistics:  

• The District owns 24 strands of fiber between each school building and BECC, 
which is the hub of the District fiber network. The District only actively uses 2 
strands of each set of fiber.  

• Livingston County is seeking to create a county-wide communications network 
connecting police and fire stations, courthouses, and township offices.  LESA is 
seeking to create an educational network among all the school districts in the 
County.  

• Brighton Area Schools will gain high speed communication links to the County 
datacenters, to LESA, and to the other County school districts.  Those links can 
facilitate sharing of infrastructure and services among all connected entities, 
leveraging economies of scale and reducing duplication of investment.  

• The Consortium will share in the cost of maintaining the Consortium network; this 
will effectively shift the costs of maintaining significant sections of District's fiber 
network away from the District itself, to be shared by the Consortium.    

District Goal Addressed:                                                         
  X      Communication  
  X      Fiscal Integrity  
          Student Achievement  
   
Motion  
Moved by: 
Supported by: 
  
To adopt the Fiber Optics Resolution as presented. 
 
Voice Vote:               
                     Ayes  
                     Nays  
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Livingston County Fiber Project Board Resolution 
 
 

 Brighton Area Schools, 125 S. Church Street, Brighton, MI 48116, Livingston County, 
Michigan (the “District”). 
 
 A _______________ meeting of the board of education (the “Board”) of the District was 
held in the _________________________________, in the District, on the _____ day of 
_________________, 2010, at _____ o’clock in the ___.m. 
 
 The meeting was called to order by ________________, President. 
 
 Present: Members 
 
 Absent: Members 
 
 The following preamble and resolution were offered by Member ____________ and 
supported by Member ________________. 
 

WHEREAS, Livingston County is seeking to create a county-wide communications 
network connecting police and fire stations courthouses, and township offices and they have 
received approval for the use of Federal Homeland Security grant money to fund the installation 
of a new fiber optic cable installation; and 

WHEREAS, the Livingston ESA is seeking to create an educational network among all 
constituent school districts and has agreed to serve as the fiscal agent for the fiber optic project; 
and 

WHEREAS, the Board had determined that it would be in the best interest of the District 
to participate in a fiber optic project with Livingston County and Livingston ESA (with other 
constituent school districts); and 

WHEREAS, the District owns 24 strands of fiber between each school building and 
BECC, which is the hub of the District fiber network yet only actively uses 2 strands of each set 
of fiber; and 

WHEREAS, the District will lower its annual fiber optic lease costs while gaining access 
high speed communications links to the County datacenters, to the Livingston ESA, and to the 
other school districts within Livingston County. 

  
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT: 
 
 1. The Board has determined that it is in the best interest of the District to participate 
in the Livingston County Fiber Project with Livingston ESA and other local school districts. 
 
 2. The Board hereby authorizes and directs the Superintendent to execute any 
documents necessary for the District to participate in the Livingston County Fiber Optic Project, 
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subject to review and approval by the District’s legal counsel, and not inconsistent with this 
resolution. 
 
 3. The Board hereby authorizes and directs the Superintendent to negotiate an 
agreement between Livingston ESA and the District for the purpose of establishing annual fiber 
optic maintenance costs, the terms and conditions of which agreement shall be subject to review 
and approval by the Board. 
 
 4. All resolutions and parts of resolutions insofar as they conflict with the provisions 
of this resolution are hereby rescinded. 
 
 
       ____________________________________ 
       Secretary, Board of Education 
 
 I hereby certify that the foregoing constitutes a true and complete copy of a resolution 
duly adopted by the Board of Education of Brighton Area Schools, Livingston County, 
Michigan, at a ___________ meeting held on the _____ day of ____________, 2010, and that 
said meeting was conducted and public notice of said meeting was given pursuant to and in full 
compliance with the Open Meetings Act, being Act 267, Public Acts of Michigan, 1976, and that 
the minutes of said meeting were kept and will be or have been made available as required by 
said Act. 
 
 
       ____________________________________ 
       Secretary, Board of Education 
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BRIGHTON AREA SCHOOLS 
Board of Education 

October 25, 2009 
 

Report #10-173 
 
 
For Action 
 
Subject: 
 
Level 3 Grievance BEA 1011-01, Dismissal of David Schied 
 
 
Recommendation: 
 
Dismissal of BEA Grievance 1011-01 
 
 
Rationale: 
 
Mr. David Schied was dismissed from his employment relationship with Brighton Area 
Schools on August 23, 2010 due to the expiration of his Michigan Professional Education 
Certificate on June 30, 2010 and his subsequent failure to timely obtain recertification or 
renewal of his teaching certificate. 
 
Section 1233 of the Revised School Code, MCL 380.1233, provides that the Board of 
Education may not permit a teacher who does not hold a valid teaching certificate to teach 
in any grade or department of the school.  Similarly, Section 1231 of the Revised School 
Code, MCL 380-1231 (1), requires the Board of Education to hire and contract only with 
qualified teachers.  Section 163 of the State School Aid Act likewise prohibits the Board of 
Education from engaging a non-certificated teacher to teach in an elementary or secondary 
school, or in an adult basic education or high school program.  A school district which 
employs teachers who are not legally certificated is subject to a penalty in the form of a 
state aid deduction equal to the amount paid to the non-certified teacher.  Moreover, if a 
school official is notified by the Department of Education that the District is employing a 
non-approved, non-certificated teacher and continues to employ that individual, the school 
official responsible is guilty of a misdemeanor, punishable by a fine of $1,500 for each 
incident.  See MCL 388.1763. 
 
The Teacher Certification Code administered by the Michigan Department of Education 
indicates that in order for an individual to renew a Provisional Certificate, that person must 
apply to the Superintendent of Public Instruction for renewal and must present evidence of 
completion of eighteen credit hours (or their equivalent) in approved professional 
development programs or approved professional activities, and completed within the five 
year period preceding the date of application.  See R 390.1129.  Mr. Schied did not 
complete any of these requirements and therefore did not possess a valid Michigan 
Teaching Certificate. 
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BRIGHTON AREA SCHOOLS 
Board of Education 

October 25, 2009 
 

Report #10-173 
 
 
For Action 
 
The State Tenure Commission has recognized in this context that a School District has a 
duty to employ only teachers with valid and appropriate teaching certificates and that a 
teacher’s failure to hold a proper and valid certificate is grounds for denying reappointment.  
See Huff v Board of Education of Reading Community Schools (STC 83-24).  A teacher 
bears an affirmative obligation to notify his or her employing school district of any changes 
in certification and the failure to provide such notice absolves the school district from any 
duty to offer re-employment beyond the scope of the known certification or absence of 
certification.  See Hammond v Detroit Public Schools (STC 89-1); Arnold v Board of 
Education of new Haven Community Schools (STC 79-11). 
 
The importance and pivotal nature of teacher certification established by the above 
statutes, administrative regulations and decisions of the State Tenure Commission is 
consistent with Article 7, 16, and 17 (H) of the Master Agreement between the Brighton 
Area Schools’ Board of Education and the Brighton Education Association. 
 
Despite repeated notices (January, May and June 2010), Mr. Schied did not take affirmative 
steps to renew his teaching certificate.   
 
Considering the foregoing circumstances, including the requirements of the Revised School 
Code and the State School Aid Act, as well as the recognition of those enactments in the 
Master Agreement between the Board of Education and the BEA, I recommend that the 
Board deny BEA Grievance 1011-01. 
 
 
Motion 
Moved by: 
Supported by: 
 
To deny the BEA Level 3 Grievance 1011-01. 
 
Voice vote: 
____ Ayes 
____ Nays 
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BRIGHTON AREA SCHOOLS 
Board of Education 

October 25, 2010 
 

Report #10-174 
 

For Future Action 
 
Subject:   
 
Auto Shop Equipment and Other Miscellaneous Equipment  and Furniture 
 
 
Recommendation: 
 
 That the board consider an exchange of auto shop equipment with Howell Public Schools 
as well as disposing of the auto shop equipment not exchanged with Howell along with 
other miscellaneous items throughout the district.   
 
Rationale: 
 
It has been determined during our regular walkthroughs of the district that large pieces of 
auto shop equipment are not being used.  Upon investigation various disposal methods, it 
was determined that Howell Public Schools is interested in acquiring some of our district’s 
equipment, while we could utilize some of their unused equipment in exchange.  
Furthermore, there are many instances of equipment throughout the district that is beyond 
repair and need of disposal.  These items would include old or broken furniture and 
equipment. 
 
Facts/Statistics: 
 
The district is currently investigating various options to dispose of any unwanted items as 
well as organize existing usable items. 
 
 
District Goal Addressed:     
    X  Communication 
    X  Fiscal Integrity 
        Student Achievement 
 
 
Motion 
Moved by: 
Supported by: 
 
V oice Vote:  
        Ayes 
        Nays        
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